MARLBOROUGH
similar values to its numerous factors. They both sought
the same curbing of France through a European coalition
animated and headed by the Maritime Powers. Marlborough
saw the rashness and peril of English disarmament at such a
juncture as clearly as the King, though he had none of those
recent personal ties with the disbanded regiments, threatened
Dutch Guards, and ill-treated Huguenot officers which made
the process so poignant to his master. Lastly, both regarded
with much detachment, both viewed with a distaste which
it was politic to conceal, the violent passions and prejudices
of the English political parties, and both were prone to use
them alternately for their own purposes, which included also
the greatest purposes of the age. Thus for the next two
years, if he did not wholly trust Marlborough, William
leaned on him. Marlborough felt the weight, and under-
stood and discounted the cause. He did not give himself
wholly to the King. The royal confidence was only half-
confidence : the rest was the need of help. Hence he pre-
served his independence and carefully guarded the sources
of his own personal power.
Lord Wolseley has not comprehended Marlborough's con-
duct during the closing years of William III. He is shocked
to find his hero, although employed by the King in many
great matters while war drew nearer, voting on all test party
issues with the Tories in their savage faction fight. He
wishes that he had cut himself adrift from narrow political
associations and stood forth boldly at William's side, pro-
claiming the oncoming peril and urging all true Englishmen
to unite together. He describes his course as " inexplicable "
except on grounds of partisanship, and inexcusable in one who
had so clear a view of Europe. In fact, however, the forces
by which Marlborough was swayed and which he used are
easy to discern.
If Marlborough had cut himself adrift from the Tory Party
and become a mere adherent of the Court he would soon have
lost all influence upon events. His own power would have
been reduced to his own personal ability, while at the same
time his usefulness to the King would have vanished, William
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